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The Project 

Artswork worked with Kay Willis, Disability Services 

Development Manager at Oxfordshire County Council, 

to enable providers of short breaks to work with local 

arts and cultural organisations to help young people to 

gain an Arts Award. They also helped the Council build 

expertise in working with arts and cultural 

organisations.  

Short Breaks provide disabled children and young 

people with an opportunity to spend time away from 

their parents, relaxing and having fun with their friends. 

They provide families with a ‘break’ from their caring 

responsibilities, allowing parents a chance to unwind, 

rest or spend time with other children in their family. 

Four short breaks providers took up the offer: 

 Autism Family Support 

 Parasol 

 Yellow Submarine 

 Barnardo’s  

These providers worked with a range of arts and 

cultural organisation and artists to provide the 

opportunity for the young people. As well as achieving 

34 Discover Arts Awards, there were some real 

successes. 

Autism Family Support 

 This summer programme provided a high 

quality arts experience for 30 young people, 

several of whom were on the autism spectrum. 

They visited the Pitt Rivers Museum to collect 

sounds and experience the collections. OYAP 

Trust and Children in Touch supported and 

developed young innovative artists to deliver 

the creation of new work and the exploration of 

new technology to produce art installations.  

 OYAP Trust trains a number of exciting young 

artist leaders every year, and worked with a 

young and innovative company that has 

emerged from this programme called re-

resonate. re-resonate artists use objects and 

recycled materials to creative music and build 

instruments.  

 

The best bit of the summer was 

doing the art project. I liked that 

there were lots of different things to 

do so I was not bored. 

  

 ”

 

All the children were encouraged by 

the staff to take part at whatever 

level they could and this 

contributed to the project. 

  ” 



 The group used technology including Ableton 

Live, iPads and Makey Makey, to create an 

interactive, sensory, sound-based installation. 

The project can be seen here 

 Makey Makey is innovative technology that 

turns almost any object that conducts 

electricity into an input device for a computer. 

Running professional music production 

software, the group turned a number of objects 

into electronic musical instruments. Since 

Makey Makey’s release, it has been used to 

make all sorted of wacky musical inventions, 

ranging from banana pianos to spoon drum 

kits. 

Successes included: 

 Young people working together in teams. The 

shared interest of something technical 

provided a strong foundation for team work, 

even for those who often struggle in group 

environments, as well as individual work 

towards the final team project. 

 Creative use of innovative technology, 

including Makey Makey, underwater recording 

devices and recording sounds in the 

community collectively. 

 Young people attending Summer Activities for 

the first time. Anxiety of the young people (and 

parents!) was expertly managed by 

experienced staff, who nurtured a sense of 

safety and increased confidence.  

 All the young people attending the four-day 

course achieved an Arts Award. 

 Friendships were developed during the 

sessions and corresponding families linked 

too. 

 Partnership working – joint resources and 

expertise allowed for better flexibility. 

 Fortifying an interest in digital media. Young 

people learned how to record and digitally alter 

sounds, create beats and rap lyrics, wire a 

whole room into a digital sound installation, 

and physically create and programme sound 

boards that interact with computers.  

 Parent engagement – a parent subsequently 

offered to volunteer with Autism Family 

Support following this programme. 

Yellow Submarine 

Superhero project 

OYAP Trust joined forces with Yellow Submarine to 

produce six day sessions over the course of the 

 

Our research has shown that children with special needs are among 

the groups least likely to have access to high quality arts and cultural 

activities, so it was important to be able to invest in Oxfordshire County 

Council’s work with disabled children and Short Breaks. 

Even more satisfying was to be able to see the high quality work 

achieved with cutting edge technology and artists, and the obvious 

enjoyment of the young people who took part.  

  

Ruth Taylor, Artswork’s Strategic Manager for Berkshire, Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes 
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http://www.oyap.org.uk/beat-sculpture


summer at the Witney Early Intervention Hub, focusing 

on a group of young people completing the Discover 

Arts Award. Each week, an artist was recruited to 

develop artistic skills with the young people, based on 

the theme ‘Superheroes’. The art forms were varied 

each session and in place to inspire the young 

people’s creativity. A magazine was created during the 

process to showcase the work – this also acted as 

evidence for their Discover Arts Award criteria. 

Successes included: 

 Arts Award – 10 young people achieved a 

Discover Arts Award. The process was 

enjoyed by all who completed it and sense of 

pride was felt by all who achieved their award. 

 Engagement – a total of 16 young people 

showed quality and sustained engagement 

with the arts sessions, and were exposed to a 

wide variety of arts that they had never 

participated in before. Young people also 

visited the Pitt Rivers Museum and The Story 

Museum, many for the first time. 

 Networks – the project brought together artists 

and support workers from around the county 

and created successful working relationships 

and learning opportunities for all.  

 Creation of a magazine – a publication has 

been produced, showcasing the artwork 

created by the young people as a result of 

their visits to two local cultural institutions (Pitt 

Rivers and The Story Museum). 

Parasol 

Parasol worked with Fusion Arts on a multimedia 

project. Other partners were East Oxford HUB and 

Oxford Contemporary Music (OCM). The project was 

run as part of the Children’s and Teenage Services 

Summer Programme. Each session ran for four hours, 

from 10am to 12pm and 1pm to 3pm. Completed work 

was exhibited and shown as part of the End of 

Summer Celebration event. Activities included: 

 Jewellery making – displayed in exhibition at 

celebration event 

 Puppet making – puppets used by the 

filmmaking group 

 Printmaking – mounted and displayed in 

exhibition at celebration event 

 Drumming workshop – recorded and used by 

the filmmaking group 

 Music workshop – working with OCM and HUB 

artists – music recorded and used by the 

filmmaking group 

 Filmmaking – HUB TV project, working with 

puppets and drumming and music project 

soundtracks to produce short films to be 

screened at the celebration event 

 Celebration event – End of Summer 

Celebration Event set up as an ‘Oscars-style’ 

ceremony. Young people, staff, partners and 

families were invited, and artwork was 

displayed at exhibition as part of this. The 

completed films were shown as part of the 
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awards ceremony, and young people received 

their certificates. This event was recorded by a 

photographer. 

Successes: 

 Working with a partner brought focus to our 

planning.  

 All activities were well-attended and enjoyed. 

 Young people were able to see their finished 

work in an exhibition and as decorations for a 

Brazilian pop-up kitchen attended by parents, 

families and funders. This took place on the 

15
th
 August 2014, at the Mini Plant, Oxford. 

 Young people especially seemed to love 

seeing their faces on the bunting.  

 A young person in the looked after system 

enjoyed the session he attended so much that 

he ended up booking in for more sessions over 

the summer. 

 We are planning future partnerships with 

organisations we worked with on the project. 

 The whole summer was ‘arts-focused’, with 

children dipping in and out as their interests or 

imagination took them. A highlight was the 

Brazilian theme culminating in the final 

celebration event and exhibition. 

Barnardo’s 

Barnardo’s worked with Cherwell, Vale and South 

Oxfordshire District Council’s Taking Part in the Arts 

scheme. Working in Bicester, Kidlington and Wantage, 

the Arts Development teams in each Local Authority 

supported Barnardo’s to select artists and art forms 

that enabled young people to access positive cultural 

and artistic, participative experiences. 

There were four sessions in each setting, once a 

week, with some additional evaluation through Taking 

Part in the Arts.  

Highlights: 

 The children and young people attending the 

activity days gained a great deal from the 

sessions. It was fantastic to see some of our 

children with high care needs taking part and 

interacting with the group. One young person 

who struggles with gripping objects held and 

rattled a maraca to the beat of the music with a 

huge smile – her parents couldn’t believe how 

much she’d achieved! 

 The young people made some fantastic vases 

over the summer, based on nature. They 

hand-crafted the clay created into some very 

unusual and inventive designs. 

 For our more energetic young people, the 

drama workshops were fantastic. It gave them 

a channel and a focus for their boundless 

energy, and we saw many challenging 

behaviours minimised during these sessions.  
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Cherwell District Council 

The opportunity to work with an organisation with 

several groups of participants in various locations is 

rare and one we were keen to be involved in, as it 

offered flexibility as well as possible long-term 

development opportunities. Following this summer’s 

programme, we are interested to explore further 

creative opportunities with Barnardo’s and the 

Council’s Taking Part in the Arts scheme. 

Feedback 

Autism Family Support 

“I didn’t want to come in the first place because I 

wasn’t sure about it, but I am really glad I did. It’s been 

an amazing experience.”- Sam 

“He wouldn’t stop talking about it!” – Sam’s parent  

“I have an idea about using lighting; it’s something I’ve 

been wanting to try at home. Let’s go to Wilco and buy 

some lights!” – Calvin, aged 15, experimented with his 

ideas to develop at home.  

“I’m trying not to panic because I want to finish my 

spaceship and record my sounds.” – Angel, aged 11, 

prone to panic.  

Yellow Submarine 

“Seeing this project over the summer has been a nice 

reminder just how flexible the term “art” can be and 

how accessible to all that the [Arts] award is.  I’d like to 

use it more often. It was lovely to see how the group 

engaged and enjoyed the different parts of the project.” 

– Emma Kidd, Witney Hub Support Worker 

“From this I’ve learnt I would like to work with young 

people with learning difficulties more frequently.” – 

Suzy Prior, Artist 

“It was an incredibly well staffed, well-resourced, 

friendly and warm place to work on a project. The 

young people seemed very comfortable and settled 

and they were so up for it. Yellow submarine is a 

wonderful place to be; I have made contact with 

Witney HUB and generally had a really enjoyable 

morning. I also learnt how much I miss working with 

young people with learning disabilities…Hopefully in 

the New Year I can initiate and work on some other 
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One child with particular challenges 

was stimulated by the singing and 

dancing and I was able to build a 

rapport with him using songs 

featuring his name. I would 

welcome a longer project with this 

group and with artists from different 

disciplines.  

  

 ”



projects like this!” – Charlie Henry, Artist 

Parasol 

“I really liked having my Mexican mask in the 

exhibition.” 

“Showing my family my bunting picture was the best 

for me.” 

“My mask was brilliant.” 

“I loved all of it!” 

“The best bit of the summer was doing the art project. I 

liked that there were lots of different things to do so I 

was not bored. Sitting at the Brazilian meal and seeing 

my flowers on the table was great and made me feel 

proud.” 

“I loved making up the song about Parasol.” 

Barnardo’s 

“This is awesome!” 

“Kayleigh did you see that? I made a CD!” 

“The parachute spaceship was cool.” 

-Happy noises from LH – non verbal, an interaction 

with the group during interactive stories and music 

sessions.  

-Smiles and lots of eye contact from MB – non verbal 

during music session. The activity provider took time 

out of her lunch break to do a 1:1 session with MB 

which was fantastic!  

Artist’s feedback 

“Because of the drop in nature of the workshops we 

were able to work with all of the participants at one 

point or another we had some really lovely moments 

with lots of smiles.  One young man in the session had 

not joined in all morning but when Arne started playing 

a jig and I set up a country line dance he appeared out 

of nowhere and joined in enthusiastically.” 

“All the children were encouraged by the staff to take 
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It has been inspiring how local 

artists and organisations have 

engaged with this programme. It 

has greatly enhanced the 

opportunities for disabled children 

and young people and those with 

additional needs.  

  

Kay Willis, Disability Services Development Manager, Oxford 

County Council 
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part at whatever level they could and this contributed 

to the project.” 

“One child with particular challenges was stimulated by 

the singing and dancing and came and sat next to me 

on several occasions and I was able to build on this 

rapport with songs using his name.  I would welcome a 

longer project with this group with artists from different 

disciplines.” 

“Two artists working together, one music and sounds, 

one dance and improvisation, had a very successful 

session – ‘The Story of Iron Man’, developing some 

wonderful routines, songs, and instrumental pieces.  

This was a first class experience and hope it can be 

repeated in the future.” 

Cherwell District Council 

Feedback from Hannah Cardona at Barnardo’s was 

positive in terms of the artists and art forms chosen.  

She felt the artists and art forms gave a strong focus to 

the sessions enabling the children to respond well, 

particularly to new experiences and people.  She also 

said that the sessions were beneficial with the children 

joining in more than they usually did. (From a follow-up 

meeting between Cherwell DC and Barnardo’s.) 

Final Thoughts 

“Our research has shown that children with special 

needs are among the groups least likely to have 

access to high quality arts and cultural activities so it 

was an important achievement to be able to invest in 

Oxfordshire County Council’s work with disabled 

children and Short Breaks. Even more satisfying was 

to be able to see the high quality work achieved with 

cutting edge technology and artists, and the obvious 

enjoyment of the young people who took part.”  

– Ruth Taylor, Artswork’s Strategic Manager for 

Berkshire, Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire and Milton 

Keynes. 

“This has been a huge success for those taking part 

and in building relationships that will continue and 

expand in the future which was a clear aim of the 

project.  It is clear that all participants, children, service 

providers and the individual artists have benefitted 

greatly from this and all have been greatly inspired. 

Now we have managed these processes we can learn 

from these and if another opportunity came forward it 

should be a much swifter and streamlined process with 

artists and organisations already working together and 

aware of each other. 

Although one of the identified aims was to ‘ensure 

young people are provided with accredited outcomes 

through Arts Awards for every participant’ this was a 

much more difficult task to do in practice as the art 

sessions had to be tailored for the children and young 

people involved and in one project, this aim was ‘lost’ 

from the project in the rush and eagerness to get a 

partnership working and set up – my oversight! What 

every participant did get was an engagement with the 

arts in a much fuller and more rewarding way than they 

had ever done before and the sessions throughout the 

summer were very much enriched because of this and 

excellent partnerships were made. 

It has been inspiring how local artists, Autism Family 

Support, Barnardo’s, Parasol and Yellow Submarine 

and the District Councils in Cherwell and The Vale of 

the White Horse have engaged with this programme.  I 

believe it has greatly enhanced the opportunities for all 

disabled children and young people and those with 

additional needs. It has opened people’s eyes to the 

ability of children and young people with disabilities to 

engage with the arts, opening many new doors for 

continued and on-going partnerships.”  

– Kay Willis, Disability Services Development 

Manager, Oxfordshire County Council 

 

 

 

This has been a huge success for 

those taking part and in building 

relationships that will continue to 

expand in the future; a clear aim at 

the beginning of the project. 

  

Kay Willis, Disability Services Development Manager, Oxford 

County Council 
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